Image Based Teaching Methods in Tourism Education Project


Title –Utilising conceptual maps to improve students’ ability to develop research projects 
Aim - The aim of this teaching intervention is to enhance students’ ability to produce a high quality final year research project by developing coherent conceptual maps. 
This will help them formulate the aim of their research, identify key words, establish the relationship between various concepts, and structure their literature review.  
Context / Background 

Developing coherent conceptual maps is an essential precondition of a high quality research project. However, developing a conceptual map is often one of the most challenging steps in the process of conducting and reporting research. The challenge lies in the need to identify exactly what is being studied, which is always difficult in the beginning stages of designing a research study. Students normally do not know the area well and so have to read many articles in the field they are interested in. Then they need to narrow their focus to a manageable research topic and conceptualise the relationship between the variables. Once they have conceptualised they need to create a concrete picture of it.

The conceptual map should be understood as an integral part of framing the research problem. Developing a conceptual map should help students better understand the problem they are interested in studying. The process encourages them to pin down what they want to study and why and how they are going to study it. It may also encourage students to reflect upon issues, concerns, and problems they have experienced in their workplace. The process of developing a conceptual map demands that they explore the literature and read about questions they have been asking of themselves and others.

Procedure

Final year students have been asked to produce a conceptual map that is presented to the research project tutor before engaging in producing the research proposal. 
Students were encouraged to follow the following steps:

1. Identify an area of interest.
2. Conduct a library search to identify the recent and pertinent research that has been conducted in their area of interest.

3. Read what they found and jot down some of the reoccurring themes and ideas that emerge from their readings.

4. Where possible, group these themes into larger categories. 
5. Identify the relationships between these categories. Do they overlap? Are there temporal issues? 

6. Consider the philosophical paradigm that will guide their research. How will this fit into their conceptual map?

8. Create a diagram relating their ideas. 

9. Consider whether there is a central concept that they feel needs to be in the centre of their conceptual map.

10. Search for a metaphor that will help them conceptualise their thinking and present their ideas.

11. They should then ask themselves if what they want to research is feasible, if they have the time, the resources and abilities to conduct the research.
12. Share their conceptual map with colleagues, peers, and anyone else who will listen and ask them to provide them with feedback. Explaining their conceptual map out loud is often a different experience from when they are thinking or reflecting about it.

13. Once they have developed the map, students are encouraged to write six to ten sentences that explain it. This description should highlight the relationships between the variables. It should be written clearly and concisely and will often form a logical argument.

The exercise is time consuming but proved to be very helpful in developing coherent research projects.

Other comments – Free to download software is available from http://cmap.ihmc.us/   This tool was used by students to develop conceptual maps for their final year research projects. Examples of concept maps are available from www.tourismimages.org.uk 
Further information – dfeste01@bucks.ac.uk 
Example
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	Designing conceptual maps
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Evaluation of Cultural Capitals of Europe Event  on Destination Image


