Image Based Teaching Methods in Tourism Education Project


Title – Utilising images to enhance student ability to identify ethical issues   
Aim - The aim of this teaching intervention is to enhance student ability to identify, and discuss ethical implications of tourism activities
Context / Background - Tourism is a global industry that has a significant impact on people and it should therefore have their well-being, especially those on the receiving end, as its major preoccupation. Lately tourism has gone some way to addressing a few environmental concerns but has been slow to address the social, cultural and economic issues, particularly in relation to developing countries. 
Lecturers in tourism are one of the driving forces of the industry and can influence its future. Those who will work in tourism industry should be able to identify and respond to ethical implications of the industry. As more and more tourists want the industry to behave in an ethical way future employees need to be able to respond to such concerns.  
Procedure

Cultural tourism is a module where sensitive and sometimes controversial issues are being discussed; tourist consumption and commoditisation; tourist-host relations; the influence of politics and power in tourism; sex tourism; exploitative human resource practice, etc. Realising the ethical implications of tourist activities is not an in-born skill. Discerning moral practices from immoral or less-moral ones requires effort, reflection, assessment of individual’s value system and emotional engagement. 
For the first three classes the lecturer has displayed on the screen images that had strong ethical implications. These images were discussed and students were encouraged to present their views, listen to colleagues’ views and take part in debates where contradicting view-points were identified.
For the following classes students were requested to find images that could be at the centre of a debate. Students were encouraged to present arguments and contra-arguments that would assist them in clarifying their own values and beliefs in contrast with their colleagues. 
Students collect images that illustrate aspects of tourism that have strong ethical implications. Each student is requested to bring for the seminar 1-4 images which are displayed and discussed with colleagues. Images should have a strong connection with the theme of the seminar. The relevance of each image is rated by peers and a mark from 1 (low relevance) to 10 (high relevance) is given to each image. 

Other comments – A set of relevant images could be downloaded from http://www.tourismimages.org.uk    
Further information – dfeste01@bucks.ac.uk 
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